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The International Situation. 

The general international situation this autumn, 
though having in it discouraging features and even 
causes for solicitude, nevertheless affords many 
grounds for genuine hope and encouragement. 

It is certainly not reassuring that the Argentine 
government, after its five years of partial disarmament 
under treaty arrangement with Chile, has just voted 
to spend $55,000,000 in the rebuilding of the navy. 
The excitement produced by the cruise of our big 
battlefleet and the consequent action of Brazil in 
ordering constructed a large number of war vessels 
have plunged the Argentine authorities into a state of 
alarm, and it is to be feared at the moment that the 
old spirit of military rivalry is again to take pos- 
session of that region which we had fondly hoped 
had been dedicated to everlasting peace. 

The effect of the fleet's visit to Australia seems 
sure to be followed by similar evil effects. The people 
of the Australian cities wherever the battleships have 
passed have been stirred up to an extraordinary pitch 
of naval enthusiasm. Already the cables bring word 
that the demand for an Australian navy is very strong, 
and that the British Admiralty has given its consent 



to the building, at a cost of more than six millions 
of dollars, of a flotilla as the nucleus of an Austra- 
lian navy. It will require all the energy and wisdom 
of the conservative Australian statesmen to keep the 
new Federation from being carried off its feet by the 
navy craze, and from plunging headlong into a policy 
of armament and conscription wholly out of harmony 
with the pacific history of the country and utterly 
without reason at the present time. 

The trouble between the Netherlands government 
and Venezuela has not yet been adjusted. There is 
a chance, after the ultimatum given by The Nether- 
lands, that actual hostilities may occur if President 
Castro, who has an extraordinary capacity of getting 
into a quarrel with everything foreign with which he 
has to deal, does not change his attitude. This he 
will doubtless do, as his habit runs in that direction. 
At any rate, the disturbance, however unfortunate, 
is restricted, and has no large international signifi- 
cance. 

The action of the German government in reference 
to the recognition of Mulai Hafid as Sultan of Morocco 
in place of Abdul Assiz, defeated by the revolution- 
ists, at one time threatened to bring about European 
complications. Much feeling was aroused in both 
France and Great Britain when the report was pub- 
lished that Hafid had actually been recognized by the 
Kaiser's government. But when it became known 
that Germany had only proposed to the powers the 
recognition of Hafid, and had acted within her rights 
under the Algeciras Convention,the excitement quickly 
subsided. The other powers declined to accept Ger- 
many's proposal for immediate recognition, and in- 
sisted that before full recognition Hafid should for- 
mally give the guarantees which had been required 
of the former Sultan. This he has since done, and 
the incident is apparently closed. 

The disorders of last year in Central America seem 
now to have practically disappeared under the benign 
influences of the Washington Conference, the setting 
up of the Central American Court of Justice, and the 
gift by Mr. Carnegie of $ 100,000 to build a house 
for the court. 

The Japanese war craze, too, has largely died down, 
in spite of Congressman Hobson's incessant ravings 
over the defenselessness of the United States and the 
hurried preparations of Japan to fall upon us at the 
earliest possible moment. Even among the papers 
on the Pacific coast a reaction has set in since the 
fleet sailed away, and they are not so sure out there 
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as they were that "horrid war" is about to burst 
upon them out of the East. The people of the nation 
as a whole have become quite scare-proof in that 
direction, and are now fully convinced that war with 
Japan is impossible, as impossible as anything earthly 
can well be. 

The relations between Great Britain and Russia 
in Persia and elsewhere are peaceable and apparently 
cordial. The North Sea and Baltic agreements among 
the powers specially interested in those territories 
have allayed the mutterings and anxieties previously 
existing, and that whole region seems now conse- 
crated to perpetual peace. 

The remarkable bloodless revolution in Turkey, 
which has put the Young Turkey Party in possession 
of all departments of the government, has changed 
the entire aspect of the Eastern question, and for 
the time being the Macedonian discussions of the 
powers have ceased. If the revolution accomplishes 
its purposes, and constitutional government is per- 
manently established, it looks as if the whole Turkish 
question, which has been the bane of Europe, would 
disappear entirely from international politics. 

There is nothing new to say of the relations of 
the Far East to the Western powers. The situation 
left by the Russo-Japanese war remains unchanged. 
Feelings between Japan and Russia are more friendly 
than might have been expected after such a frightful 
conflict. Their relations, since the conclusion of the 
recent treaty between them, are such as probably to 
prevent any serious misunderstanding for many years 
to come, — we had almost said, "in the future." 
Chinese distrust of the Western powers has scarcely 
been weakened, though in several quarters there is 
evidently a growing tendency to treat China with 
greater justice. Because of her distrust she is adding 
continually to her army some twenty-five thousand 
men annually, and having them trained under Euro- 
pean officers. 

The most disturbed point in the international sit- 
uation is, we are sorry to say, as it has been for some 
time, in the relations between England and Germany. 
Misrepresentation and bitterness of feeling still pre- 
vail on both sides of the North Sea, and the mischief- 
making journals of both countries continue their 
despicable work. But that any serious calamity 
will be the outcome is not for a moment to be be- 
lieved. More persons than ever before are working 
in both countries steadily and intelligently for an 
entente cordiale between the two nations. Among 
these are many of the leading statesmen of both. 
Mutual visits of groups of business meD, clergymen, 
municipal officials, etc., have already begun to under- 
mine the misunderstandings and remove the excuses 
for bad blood. At the moment there is clearly an 
improvement in the situation, though this change for 
the better is greatly retarded by the big-navy rivalry 
between London and Berlin. So long as this riv- 



alry continues Anglo-German relations will be sub- 
ject to frequent recurrences of alarm and rumors of 
conflict. 

The chief encouragement in the general interna- 
tional situation is that the factors which make for 
settled good feeling and concord have come to have 
a staying power never before known. The hasty 
survey made above shows this clearly. Occurrences 
which once almost instantaneously flung war hot 
into the international arena are to-day quickly over- 
powered by patient, intelligent, rightminded diplo- 
macy, supported by quick movements of the better 
sort of public opinion. Where the elements of war 
abound, the elements of peace much more abound. 
That is a great gain, and gives large promise for the 
future. 

What the One Man in Berlin Might Do. 

On the eve of the opening of the Interparliamentary 
Conference at Berlin last month, Andrew Carnegie sent 
a letter to Hon. Richard Bartholdt, president of the 
United States Group of the Interparliamentary Union, 
in which he said : 

"I cannot escape the conclusion that the abolition of 
war among civilized nations as a mode of settling inter- 
national disputes is very easily accomplished. There will 
be one man in Berlin while your congress is in session 
who has only to speak the word. The emperor of Ger- 
many has it in his power to abolish war among civilized 
nations. All he has to do is to ask Great Britain, France 
and the United States to unite with him in declaring 
that, since the world has contracted to a « neighborhood ' 
and is in constant and instantaneous communication one 
part with another, the interchange of products between 
them amounting to thousands of millions a year, the 
time has passed when any one civilized nation can be 
permitted to break that peace in which all are so deeply 
interested. International disputes must be settled by arbi- 
tration. Neither of the three countries named could 
afford to reject this invitation, and the emperor would 
have performed a service to the world unequalled by any 
human being that ever lived. Whether his majesty is 
to fail in this great mission and pass into history as one 
of a long line of rulers not men of achievements, but 
only of title, or to awake some morning to his duty and 
perform his mission, we cannot tell, but I shall hope that 
the angel of the Lord will appear unto him." 

This is a restatement of the plan which has several 
times been suggested by Mr. Carnegie, notably in his St. 
Andrews University Rectorial address, to ensure the 
settled peace of the world. His thought is that the four 
great powers mentioned should enter into an agreement 
never to go to war with each other, and never to allow 
any other two powers to fight each other. 

It is possible that a league of peace of this kind might 
work, if the enormous difficulty of starting it could be 
gotten out of the way, and at the same time admission of 
the other forty powers to it were made perfectly free. 



